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A New Year Begins!
Greetings fellow Bernt Balchen lodge members!  I am excited to be serving as your new 
President for the 2018 year and will have a very hard act to follow with our Past President 
Terje “Ted” Birkedal’s record of extraordinary success and stunning lodge events during 
his five year tenure.  Not only has be played host to the Norwegian Ambassador’s many 
visits to Anchorage, but he also hosted Kong Harald V during his visit to Alaska, and to 
Bernt Balchen Lodge, in the summer of 2015.  Ted is also a contributing columnist to the 
Norwegian American newspaper and many 
of his articles are focused on the history of 
all things Nordic.  I am sure that he will 
continue to provide our lodge with great 
insight into our shared interest in culture 
and history and I look forward to continuing 
to work with him heading into the new year.

My area of focus these past few years has 
been as Membership Secretary, a role I have 
enjoyed as membership is the key aspect that 
keeps our lodge alive and well.  We have over 
320 adult members and we reached the 2017 
Sons of Norway goal of adding at least 10% 
new members during the year.  We added 33 
new members this past year, pushing us just 
over the 10% mark – thanks to all of you that have invited friends and family to join our 
lodge!  As I have mentioned at events and in my membership news in past Flyer articles, 
we have a vast market potential.  Alaska has close to 50,000 people that claim Scandinavian 
heritage with nearly 20,000 of those here in the Anchorage area.  Yes this includes Danes 
and Swedes as well as Norwegians, but we are a welcoming lodge of all who have any 
interest in all things Nordic.  And the best evidence we have of that is your election of me, 
a Dane, as your next President!  I did disclose that in my run up to the election night, so if 
you are now disappointed, you must not have been present at the election to run against 
me.  It is not too early to start your planning to take over in 2019!

Now the hard work begins in keeping all of those new members involved and reaching 
out to even more in 2018.  In talking with several of you that joined over the past year, it 
seems that the main thing that people like is the fun family-friendly events that we hold, 
with a focus on the culture and heritage of our Scandinavian roots.  I would love to hear 
from any and all of you this year as to new things we could try and how to make our lodge 
even more engaging for all of you.  In addition to our 320 adult members, we have close 
to 100 heritage members, those of us that are ages 15 and under.  In the past we have had 
dedicated children’s events with programming that is available from the Sons of Norway 
International office.  Past President Mickey Andrew, now our District 2 Secretary, was key 
in leading this group of kids for many years and it was a great success.  I would love to have 
a new member step forward to work with me on reinvigorating the kids programs.  It need 
not take a huge effort of time, we have lots of resources available including many books in 
our library for all ages.  

Based on discussions with a few of you, I am already thinking up a new event that would 
involve Danish favorites such as frikadeller, sild, aebelskiver and of course some akevit and 
strong coffee to wash it down!
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A whole new year ahead of us
 President’s Message continues from Page 1

Your board has put together a great calendar of events for 2018, including many of the time honored traditional ones that 
we could not live without!  But we should consider trying out a few new things as well.  Please contact me with your ideas.  
I would love to hear more what people are wanting to see our lodge do in 2018 to make it a fun place to meet and get to 
know fellow members even better.  And get involved in an event when our event chairs reach our for assistance.  It is a great 
way to meet new people and have some fun.  Most of our preparations involve food and someone is always needed to “test” 
the food before it can be served.  We’ve discovered that you can fill a lefse with more than just cinnamon sugar!  Send me 
a note at lise@gci.net or give me a call at 222-5320 with your ideas.  Also be on the lookout for special events through the 
weekly eBlast (signup online at our website if you do not already receive it).  It is the best way to keep updated on breaking 
news and special events that might not have made it into the Flyer.  

I look forward to leading our lodge in the coming months, but the job cannot be done alone and without advice and 
feedback from all of you as to what you like and dislike and what you want to see more of.  Thanks for your membership is 
this great lodge here in Anchorage, Alaska!

Fraternally yours, Tom Falskow
President, Sons of Norway Bernt Balchen Lodge

2018 SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER

Ticket sales for the Sons of Norway 2018 Super Bowl Raffle are now underway.

The raffle is the primary source of funds for the Sons of Norway Bernt Balchen Lodge No. 2-046 
Language/ Heritage/Higher Education Scholarships. 

The Raffle will again have 20 winners with a top prize of $1,000. Only 300 tickets are sold so the 
chance to win is very generous - one in fifteen.

Tickets are selling for $25 each or a special deal of 5-for-$100.

Your ticket also entitles you to a free Lapskaus (Norwegian stew) 
dinner during the showing of Super Bowl LII on a big-screen TV 

at Viking Hall on Sunday, February 4, 2018. 

To purchase raffle tickets please contact the Lodge at:

349-1613

Tickets will also be available during Lodge events
and at the Viking Hall office.

It’s that time of year again! 

mailto:lise@gci.net
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SunShine RepoRt

If you know someone who needs a little sunshine - Please call 696-0725 (cell - 862-1143)
or email Cindy McDowell: ccmcd38@hotmail.com 

Greetings are sent to the following members celebrating a birthday who are at least 75 years young.

“Happy 
Birthday!”

“Gratulerer

med dagen!”

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Alfred Augestad

Charles Brodahl,
95 this year, Hurrah!

Louis Carufel

John Hall

David Fauske

Marilyn Martinson

Shirley Moe

Betty Rockne

Evelyn Rush

Susan Soby

David Pederson

Originally released in Norway in 2016, “THE KING'S CHOICE is based on the true story about three 
dramatic days in April 1940, where the King of Norway is presented with an unimaginable ultimatum 
from the German armed forces: surrender or die. With Nazi soldiers hunting after them, the Royal Family 
is forced to flee the capital. In the best interest of the family, the Crown Princess Märtha leaves Norway 
with the children to seek refuge in Sweden, whilst King Haakon and the Crown Prince Olav flee to a small 
farming area just outside Elverum and meet the Germans head on. After three days of desperately trying 
to evade the Germans, King Haakon makes his final decision. He refuses to capitulate, even if it may cost 
him, his family and many Norwegians their lives.”

Norwegian with English subtitles
Unrated
130 minutes
http://www.samuelgoldwynfilms.com/the-kings-choice/

CULTURAL AND HERITAGE NIGHT

Saturday, January 27, 2018

7:00 pm 

Viking Hall, 8141 Briarwood St

Film Night: The King’s Choice (Kongens Nei)
Cost: $10 per person

Popcorn, beverages, and desserts provided

http://www.samuelgoldwynfilms.com/the-kings-choice/
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NORDIC BRUNCH AND COOKIE EXCHANGE

Photos courtesy of Glenn Soby

Thank you Glenn, for all your hard work and dedication past, present and future! 
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LUCIA CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

Photos courtesy of Ruth Kvernplassen 

except where noted.
The red sash worn by "Lucia" Emma 
Katherine Clark, is woven in the 
Sami style by Lorri (Haugan) Wright.
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THE YEAR IN PICTURES

Photos by Glenn Soby, 
Christie Ericson,

Ruth Kvernplassen

Apologies if I have
missed citing any of our 

photographers.
 - Editor



JANUARY  2018  PAGE 7

Invitation
All members are encouraged to come for the new officer 
installation on Thursday the 11th of January at 7pm.  
Dessert reception and people are welcome to bring some of 
their remaining holiday treats to share with everyone as we 
install the officers for 2018.

Oytun Students Return!
Housing needed for 8 students and 2 teachers coming from 
Alta, Norway. Oytun folkhoyskole is once again bringing some 
students for an outdoor arctic living course. If interested, 
we are looking for families that would be willing to house 2 
or more students during the six days they will spend here in 
Anchorage, from February 2-7; before heading off into the 
wild. Please contact Tom Falskow at lise@gci.net or 222-5320 
to let him know if you are willing to help. It is a great chance 
to meet some kids and have a short experience interacting with 
them as they prepare to head out on an Alaskan adventure.

DITT  og  DATT!
Nordic Brunch Mystery 
A stainless steel oval platter with scalloped edging was 
misplaced at the Nordic Brunch.
If you brought serving items home from the brunch, please 
check them to make sure the platter wasn't inadvertently 
mixed in with your belongings. Thanks!

Language Class
Due to a scheduling conflict, there will be no Language 
class on January 14th. Classes will resume on Sunday, 
January 21st, at 6:30 pm. A little rusty after the holidays? 
Come enjoy some coffee and practice your Norwegian 
conversation with Christie Ericson at Starbucks on Old 
Seward and Dimond, January 14th from 4-5 pm.
All skill levels welcome (fluent/native speakers, too!--come 
help us improve our Norwegian!)

Carl M. Saltveit Scholarship Deadline: January 15th, 2018
For study at the International Summer School 2018     University of Oslo – Oslo, Norway

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
Applicants must: 
✓ Have met the entrance requirements and applied to attend the International Summer 

School at the University of Oslo (award of scholarship contingent on acceptance to ISS); 
and

✓ Be a current member of District Two, or a child or grandchild of one; and
✓ Have completed one year of college.

HOW DO I APPLY?
Applicants must submit:
✓   A completed and signed application ✓   Two essays
✓   Three letters of recommendation. ✓   An official grade transcript.

HOW IS THE RECIPIENT SELECTED?
The District Two Scholarship Committee will choose and forward all applications and recommendations, to the Sons of 
Norway Foundation. The Foundation will administer the scholarship.

WHERE DO I SUBMIT MY APPLICATION?
Applications (including all supporting documents) must be postmarked no later than January 15th, 2018 and mailed to:
Sons of Norway-District Two Scholarship Committee, c/o David Champion,111 NE 11th Avenue, Portland, OR 97232.

Faxed copies will not be accepted.
QUESTIONS?

About the Carl Saltveit Scholarship –
Contact:   David Champion, District 2 Scholarship chair, 971-284-4175  or norseherodotus@hotmail.com.

About the International Summer School, including registration and dates, see www.uio.no/english/studies/summerschool.

TO DOWNLOAD THE APPLICATION:

http://sonsofnorway2.com/scholarships/2017/D2_2017_Carl_Saltveit_Scholarship_application.pdf

2017 Recipient 
of the Saltveit 
Scholarship - 
Bernt Balchen 
Cultural Director 
Christie Ericson!

mailto:lise@gci.net


11th
Thursday

7:00 pm

Officer Installation
Dessert Reception

Our lodge continues 
to donate canned 
goods, non-perishable 
foods and money to 
the local food bank.
Please bring your 
food or monetary 
donation in to Viking 
Hall.

Please consider 
helping those who 
are less fortunate.

EvEnts for January

Early Warning!

16th
Tuesday
10:00 am

Needle Crafts & 
Rosemaling

27th
Saturday

7:00 pm

Cultural & Heritage Night
Kongens Nei (The King's Choice)

Sunday, February 4th at 2:00 pm

Superbowl Party at the Lodge

Did you know you can view The Flyer in living color?

http://www.sofnalaska.com/newsletter
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All events take place at Viking Hall, 8141 Briarwood St., unless otherwise noted.
 Please send articles or event information  
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